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10TH IACP CoNrERENCE HELD IN BEIJING, JUuNE3O-]JULY3
FtaERTEAXFAF26H30-7A38 £ILTE D

The 10th annual conference of the International
Association for China Planning (IACP) was held in
Beijing, China, On June 30-July 3, 2016. It was orga-
nized by IACP and Peking University, and co-orga-
nized by Beijing Jiaotong University and Regional
Science Association of China. It was sponsored by
Urban Planning Society of China, Lincoln Institute
of Land Policy, Peking University — Lincoln Cen-
ter for Urban Development and Land Policy (PLC),
University of Minnesota, Sichuan Wonderful Arch
& Decoration Co., Ltd., American Planning Associa-
tion (APA), and Elsevier.

The theme of the conference is “Governance
and Planning in Transitional China”. Four decades
after its economic reform in the late 1970s, China
is still undergoing rapid urbanization and socio-eco-
nomic changes. Planning, as an important govern-
ment function in China, has played a critical role in
facilitating its urbanization process. At this critical
junction of China’s repositioning its development
strategies and seeking solutions to respond to a
wide range of socio-economic, equity and environ-
mental problems, governance and its relationship
with planning has become more important than
ever before. Governance is the exercise of political,
economic and administrative authority in manag-
ing urban and rural development and its people’s
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wellbeing. Effective governance will provide mech-
anisms, processes, and institutions through which
planning performs as public policies, and govern-
ment, citizens, and other stakeholders articulate
their interests, mediate their differences, and exer-
cise their legal rights and obligations.

The conference brought together more than 400
planning scholars and practitioners from around
the world, including Mainland China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan, Japan, Singapore, Australia, the United
States (US), Canada, Great Britain, Italy, and Neth-
erlands, etc. Prof. Tiyan Shen, the executive chair
of local organizing committee at Peking Universi-
ty, presided the opening ceremony. Prof. Kaizhong
Yang, the conference chair, and Prof. Jason Cao,
the IACP chair welcomed all participants to Peking
University and delivered their opening remarks, re-
spectively. Dr. Nan Shi of Urban Planning Society
of China and CEO James Drinan of American Plan-
ning Association also delivered their support to the
conference.

The conference invited nine keynote speakers.
Three talks were related to the development of in-
formation and communication technologies. Prof.
Steward Fotheringham of Arizona State University
delivered the first keynote speech about the analysis
approaches of big data. Prof. Joseph Ferreira of Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology discussed how
information infrastructure supports urbanization.
Mr. Songting Yuan of DDON Planning and Design
Co., Ltd presented his viewpoints on urban public
space design in the internet Era.

Prof. Kaizhong Yang of Peking University sum-
marized the distribution of Chinese cities of dif-
ferent scales and its characteristics. Prof. Edward
Goetz introduced the global crisis of urban housing
affordability. Prof. Zhigiang Wu of Tongji Univer-
sity presented his findings about networks of urban
planning education in Europe and America.

Three scholars also delivered keynote speeches
on public finance. In particular, Prof. Andrew Re-
schovsky of University of Wisconsin, Madison mea-
sured the fiscal health of cities from an internation-
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al perspective and contended that urban planners
should care about the issue. Prof. Erwin van der
Krabben of Radboud University presented Dutch
experiences on industrial land market and policy.
Prof. Roy Bahl of Georgia State University discussed
the impacts of local taxation and fiscal reform on
metropolitan governance in China.

The conference had 221 papers presented within
47 parallel sessions structured into the following
themes: ‘Analytical Methods and Computer Appli-
cations’; ‘Economic Development’; ‘Environmental
Plan-ning and Resource Management’; ‘Housing
and Community Development’; ‘International De-
velopment Planning’; ‘Land Use Policy and Gover-
nance’; ‘Food Systems, Community Health, Safety’;
‘Planning Education and Pedagogy’; ‘Planning The-
ory’; ‘The Planning Process, Administration, Law
and Dispute’; ‘Regional Governance and Planning’,
‘Transportation and Infrastructure’, ‘Urban Design’;
‘Governance of Mega-cities and Metropolitan Re-
gions’; and ‘Big Data and Smart City’. In addition,
it included several sessions for two special issues of
Journal of Urban Affairs and Transportation.

Dr. Weifeng Li, the conference chair, presided the
closing ceremony. Several awards were announced
by Dr. Yiming Wang, an IACP board member. The
IACP Best Student Paper Award is awarded each
year for the best paper presented at IACP’s annual
conference by a student from a Chinese university.
The 2016 award was shared by two winners for ex-
cellence in their research. One was Fei Yao (Peking
University) for his paper entitled “Remote Sensing
Estimation of Ground-level PM2.5 Concentrations
in Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei”. The other winner was
Xiaoyan Mu (University of Hong Kong) for her pa-
per, entitled “Intercity Migration Pattern and Urban
Hierarchy of China Based on Social Media Data”.
The Karen R. Polenske Award is named in honor
of Professor Karen R. Polenske at Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology (MIT) in recognition of her
contribution towards the education of Chinese plan-
ning students. It is awarded annually for the best
paper presented by a student IACP member at the
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IACP conference. The 2016 Polenske Award recipi-
ent was Kailai Wang (Ohio State University) for his
paper entitled “Neighborhood Environments and
Schoolchildren’s Bicycling Activity: A Gender-based
Hierarchical Model with Spatial Spillover Effects”.
IACP announced Prof. Karen Polenske the first win-
ner of the IACP Distinguish Service Award in or-
der to acknowledge her tremendous contribution to
internationalization of China planning. More than
ten students and IACP members received IACP
travel awards and lodging awards.

After the award ceremony, Prof. Jason Cao an-
nounced that the 2017 IACP annual conference will
be held at Harbin Institute of Technology. On be-
half of the local host, Prof. Wei Dong welcomed all
participants to attend the 11th IACP annual confer-
ence at Harbin. At the end, Weifeng Li announced
the successful conclusion of the 2016 annual con-
ference.
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